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Thursday, April 24, 2008
Second Base Youth Shelter Develops Education Program

General Education Development (GED) Program targets at-risk youth ages 18 to 24
Scarborough, ON – Second Base, a youth shelter focused on serving at-risk young people lead more self-reliant lives, today announced it has developed an innovative, student based GED program to help participants achieve their education goals. 
Second Base’ GED program is available, free of charge to all qualifying shelter residents as well as members of the community.  We place students at the centre of the educational experience. Because we are a youth shelter, we also understand the issues many at-risk youth face.  We take away as many of the obstacles facing our participants as possible by providing food, transportation, course books, school supplies, access to computers, educational counseling, career planning and special education.   
“This program is important because it gives youth who want to learn, the opportunity to do so.  It is our belief that this alternative approach to education is necessary if we are to break the cycle of socio-economic marginalization,” said Alison Coke, Executive Director, Second Base Youth Shelter. “Programs like this help youth lead more self-reliant lives.”

Toronto-based Celestica, a global leader in the delivery of end-to-end product lifecycle solutions, supports Second Base Youth Shelter’s GED program. Laurie Flanagan, Vice President, Global Branding, Celestica said: “We are proud to support Second Base Youth Shelter in their launch of the GED program. This program is providing an excellent opportunity for youth in our community to further their learning and to reach their full potential.”
There are currently 20 students enrolled in the program. The first group of participants will graduate in May 2008.

About Second Base Youth Shelter 
Second Base Youth Shelter is located in Scarborough, Ontario.  We are a 56 bed emergency shelter for youth between the ages of 16-21.  Second Base is a safe haven for young people who find themselves in need of assistance.  We provide the basic necessities such as a safe place to sleep, clothing and three well balanced meals a day.  We strive to provide an environment that enables at-risk youth to gain their independence, self-confidence and find their place in the world.  Second Base opened its doors in 1993, and is the only youth shelter in Scarborough which is geographically situated to properly meet the needs of at-risk youth in the area.  We accommodate approximately 700 youth annually.
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